Communication Matrix Interview form 
©Charity Rowland, 1994
 
GETTING STARTED...  Start asking questions at the section that corresponds with the informant’s answer to the Getting Started Questions -  A,  B,  or C.  In the Behaviors column, Use N for Not Used behaviors. Write E beside behaviors that are used, but are emerging (prompted, limited situations/people) and write M if behaviors are mastered (spontaneous, independent, generalized).  In the Description column, add details that explain how and under what conditions the individual communicates the message.  The more detail the better!

Section A: At this stage your child seems mostly to react to sensations. Her reactions show you how she feels.
	Message
	Question
Y= yes
N= no
S= Surpassed
	Behaviors 
N=Not Used)
E=Emerging
M=Mastered
	Description

	A1. Expresses Discomfort.

Y  N  S
	Can you tell when your child is uncomfortable (in pain, wet, hungry, startled)?
	__Body movements
__Early Sounds
__Facial expressions
	





	A2. Expresses Comfort.

Y  N  S
	Can you tell when your child is contented, comfortable or pleasantly excited? 
	__Body movements
__Early Sounds
__Facial expressions
	

	A3. Expresses Interest in other people
Y  N  S
	Can you tell that your child is interested in other people? 
	__Body movements
__Early sounds
__Facial expressions
	


 
SECTION B At this stage your child is able to do things intentionally, but she doesn’t yet realize that she can communicate things to you using her behaviors. She may cry and roll over to get her bottle when she wants more to drink, but she doesn’t seem to whine to get YOU to get the bottle.
	Message
	Question
	Behaviors (E or M)
	Description

	B1. 
Protests



Y  N  S
	Can you tell that your child doesn't want some specific thing, such as a certain food or a toy or game you are playing? 
	__Body movements
__Early Sounds
__Facial expressions
	





	B2. Continues an action


Y  N  S
	Can you tell that your child would like to continue an action or activity that you have just stopped doing with her?  
	__Body movements
__Early Sounds
__Facial expressions
__Visual (looking at person)
	

	B3. Obtains More of Something.

Y   N   S
	Can you tell that your child wants more of something specific (such as food or a toy)?  
	__Body movements
__Early sounds
__Facial expressions
__Visual (looking at person)
	

	B4. Attracts Attention



Y    N    S
	Does your child do certain things that attract your attention to her, even though she isn't purposefully trying to get your attention? 
	__Body movements
__Early sounds
__Facial expressions
__Visual (looking at person)
	



SECTION C:  At this stage, your child knows that if she does certain things, you will react in certain ways, and she uses her behaviors to communicate very intentionally. There are many different ways that a child may communicate intentionally: speech, sign language, picture symbols, 3-dimensional symbols, specific gestures or body movements; early sounds that aren't yet speech, electronic devices. Whatever the behavior the child uses to communicate, what's important here is that she uses those behaviors on purpose, trying to communicate something specific to you.  
	Message
	Question
	Behaviors (e or m)
	Description

	C1. Refuses or Rejects Something




Y    N    S
	Does your child intentionally show you that he or she doesn't want a certain thing or a certain activity? If so, what does your child do to refuse or reject something?
	__Body movements
__Early Sounds
__Facial expressions
__Simple gestures
__Conventional gestures & vocalizations
__Concrete symbols
__Abstract symbols
__Language
	









	C2. Requests More of an Action





Y    N    S
	Does your child intentionally show you that s/he wants more of an action(such as playing peek-a-boo) that you have just stopped doing? If so, what does your child do to show you that s/he wants more? 

	__Body movements
__Early Sounds
__Facial expression
__Visual (looking at person)s
__Simple gestures
__Conventional gestures & vocalizations
__Concrete symbols
__Abstract symbols
__Language
	

	C3. Requests a New Action..

Y    N    S
	Does your child intentionally indicate that s/he wants you to perform a new action (one that you have not just been engaged in)? If so, how does your child request a new action?
	__Body movements
__Early Sounds
__Visual
__Facial expressions
__Simple gestures
__Conventional gestures & vocalizations
__Concrete symbols
__Abstract symbols
__Language
	

	C4. Requests More of an Object.


Y    N    S
	Does your child intentionally show you that s/he wants more of something (such as a toy or some food), after already having some of it? If so, how does your child request more of an object?
	__Body movements
__Early Sounds
__Visual
__Facial expressions
__Simple gestures
__Conventional gestures & vocalizations
__Concrete symbols
__Abstract symbols
__Language
	

	C5. Makes Choices.




Y    N    S
	Does your child intentionally make a choice between two or more items that you offer at the same time? (Make sure she doesn’t just indicate the first item she notices) If so, how does your child make choices?
	__Body movements
__Visual
__Simple gestures
__Conventional gestures & vocalizations
__Concrete symbols
__Abstract symbols
__Language
	

	C6. Requests a New Object.





Y    N    S
	Does your child intentionally show you that she wants a new object (such as a toy or some food) that is within her sight, hearing or touch, but that you have not offered?  If so, how does your child request new objects?
	__Body movements
__Visual
__Simple gestures
__Conventional gestures & vocalizations
__Concrete symbols
__Abstract symbols
__Language
	

	C7. Requests Objects that are Absent

Y    N    S
	Does your child intentionally request things that are out of sight, hearing, touch, in another room, etc.?
	
__Concrete symbols
__Abstract symbols
__Language



	

	C8. Requests Attention.

Y    N    S
	Does your child intentionally try to attract your attention?	If so, how does your child request your attention?
	__Early Sounds
__Facial expressions
__Visual
__Simple gestures
__Conventional gestures & vocalizations
__Concrete symbols
__Abstract symbols
__Language


	

	C9. Shows Affection.



Y    N    S
	Does your child intentionally demonstrate affection toward you or anyone else? If so, what does your child do to show affection?
	__Early Sounds
__Facial expressions
__Visual
__Simple gestures
__Conventional gestures & vocalizations
__Concrete symbols
__Abstract symbols
__Language
	

	C10. Greets People.	


Y    N    S
	Does your child intentionally indicate hello or goodbye when someone arrives or leaves?	If so, how does your child greet you or other people?
	
__Conventional gestures & vocalizations
__Concrete symbols
__Abstract symbols
__Language


	

	C11. Offers or Shares Things.


Y    N    S
	Does your child intentionally offer things or share things with you, not expecting anything in return?  If so, how does your child offer or share something with you?
	
__Conventional gestures & vocalizations
__Concrete symbols
__Abstract symbols
__Language
	

	C12. Directs Your Attention to Something.



Y    N    S
	Does your child intentionally direct your attention to something that she is interested in (as if saying "look at that")? If so, how does your child direct your attention to something?
	__Conventional gestures & vocalizations
__Concrete symbols
__Abstract symbols
__Language
	

	C13.	Uses Polite Social Forms.

Y    N    S
	Does your child sometimes intentionally use polite forms of social interaction such as asking you for permission before doing something, indicating "please", "thank you" or "excuse me"?	If so, what polite social forms does your child use?

	
__Conventional gestures & vocalizations
__Concrete symbols
__Abstract symbols
__Language
	

	C14. Answers “Yes” and “No” Questions.

Y    N    S
	Does your child intentionally indicate "yes" or "no" or "I don't know" in answer to a question? If so, how does your child answer “yes” or “no” questions?
	__Conventional gestures & vocalizations
__Concrete symbols
__Abstract symbols
__Language
	

	C15.	Asks Questions



Y    N    S
	Does your child ask you questions (not necessarily using words), clearly wanting an answer from you?  If so, how does your child ask questions?
	
__Conventional gestures & vocalizations
__Concrete symbols
__Abstract symbols
__Language
	

	C16. Names Things or People.




Y    N    S
	Does your child name or label objects, people or actions, either spontaneously or in response to a question from you (such as "what's that?")? If so, how does your child name something?
	

__Concrete symbols
__Abstract symbols
__Language
	

	C17. Makes Comments




Y    N    S
	Does your child spontaneously provide information to you about things in the form of comments ("that's pretty", "hot", etc.).	If so, how does your child make a comment?
	
_Concrete symbols
__Abstract symbols
__Language
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